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Why it is a good practice?  
The cooperative connects like-minded small growers and 
carries out several marketing activities on their behalf. 
They take care of general education and raising awareness 
in the importance of eating fresh, locally grown food.  
They support small, local farmers, and encourage others 
to return to the land, in an effort to increase the level 
of self-sufficiency and biodiversity in Slovenia. A huge 
number of indigenous, vegetables have been lost forever 
and they aim to halt this occurrence.  Only domestic, 
local production without the use of aggressive chemicals 
will ensure that they will not go hungry in the long run.  
Simultaneously, the Dobrina Cooperative connects and 
unites local producers to create a more successful market 
presence. They manage all promotion and contact with 
various customer groups.

About   
The Dobrina Ecological box is a cooperative for the 
development of sustainable local supply, established in 
2011. The basic purpose of the Dobrina cooperative is 
not to generate profit, but to develop small farms, fair 
food trade and provide opportunities for fair payment 
to growers and producers. Simultaneously the co-op 
connects the countryside with the urban centre and 
consequently promotes and develops organic farming. 
It encourages the principles of sustainable local food 
supply and social-entrepreneurial activities in food 
production and processing, and the preservation of 
cultural, technical, and natural heritage in agriculture.  
It was established by growers and processors from 
small traditional farms within Slovenske gorice. With 
the desire to offer residents in an urban environment a 
fresh, seasonal, local and healthy crops, they combined 
their produce and established their co-operative market. 
Today, they supply many public catering establishments 
with local food. They offer their products to the residents 
of Maribor through a system of boxes with fresh vegetables 
and fruits via an online store. 

“DOBRINA” 
ECOLOGICAL. BOX.

Healthy
By joining forces, they can create and provide vegetable 
boxes full of varied produce for sale online. This 
encourages and promotes the consumption of good 
wholesome organic produce for the wider community 
and will have the result of a healthier community.

Ethical 
The Cooperative “Dobrina” cares for and promotes 
healthy eating, by providing a wide choice of local organic 
produce. They educate or retrain the small farmers 
in ethical animal husbandry and organic cultivation 
methods. The co-op had been highly successful, in 
establishing short food chains, and in nurturing local 
supply and food traditions. The joint promotion of all 
stakeholders in the supply chain is the essence of their 
organization.

Use of technology
Cashless payment, website for information and online 
ordering system, delivery in the area and surrounding 
hinterland.

Type:  Ecological agricultural cooperation       
Country:  Slovenia

Follow Ecological Box story

CLICK TO VIEW
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https://www.zadruga-dobrina.si/zabojcki
https://www.facebook.com/ZadrugaDobrina/   
https://www.zadruga-dobrina.si/zabojcki

